
BOARD OF HEALTH VIRTUAL MEETING 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021 – 5:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: Fred Schubert, Chair; Peter Cohen; Andy Fisher; Tony Segal; Emilie Jarrett, RN, 

Comm. Health Assn.; Kristin Smith, Richmond Library; Valerie Bird, Berkshire Planning; Claudia 

Ryan 

Opening of the meeting was delayed till 5:26 due to technical difficulties.  

Approval of the Minutes of May 2, 2021: There being no questions or revisions to the minutes, 

Peter moved that the May 2, 2021 minutes of the Board of Health be approved as read. The 

motion was seconded by Andy and adopted by unanimous consent. 

Protective Supplies from the Alliance: Fred reported that he had been advised that some 

surplus COVID-19 materials would be sent to Richmond’s Town Hall, but they have not arrived 

and there seems to be some confusion around the issue. Emilie suggested that he contact Laura 

Kittross at the Alliance to clarify. 

Hilltop Orchards: Fred distributed to the Board members an email received from John Vittori, 

owner of Hilltop Orchards indicating that the corrections and improvements were moving 

ahead well.  

Well Testing and Payment Agreement for 317 Cone Hill Rd.: The cost for the well testing at 

317 Cone Hill Rd. will be $1,700, which is well below the $2,500 allowance that had been set. 

That project can now move forward. 

Service Fees Update: Fred had distributed the list of updated service fees to the Board 

members and asked for comments. There being no discussion on the issue, Tony moved to 

approve the fees as adjusted. Andy seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous consent. 

Chapter 12A fines will be left as is for the time being. 

Community Health Report: Emilie reported that the incidence of tick bites seems to have been 

unusually low for this time of year and that there have been no cases of tick-borne diseases 

reported in the last months. She attributed this good news to the growing awareness of the 

public of protective measures. 

Emilie also reported that there have been no COVID-19 cases reported in Richmond for the 

month of May and that numbers of new cases are down. Vaccinations are still being offered at 

the major sites but they will shortly wind down. Berkshire Health Systems is offering 

vaccinations at their testing sites and the Vaccine Collaborative will continue to do pop-up 

clinics through this summer. Mass. is #2 in the country for the percentage of its population that 

has been vaccinated: 71%  have received a first dose and 56% are fully vaccinated in Berkshire 

County. 



The Pfizer vaccine has now been approved for children 12-15 years and vaccination of that age 

group is on-going. 

Library Opening Restrictions: A discussion of which restrictions the library should continue to 

enforce, and which should be lifted, resulted in the following rules: 

Post a sign on the Library door advising people that masks are strongly recommended and are 

requested for the safety of the Library staff and patrons. 

Continue to maintain the visitor log for possible contact information. 

Disinfect the surfaces in the Library according to CDC guidelines. 

Quarantining of returned books will occur automatically as they remain untouched for hours or 

even days before being returned to the shelves and the virus cannot live on surfaces under 

those conditions. 

Gloves for staff will be optional at the staff member’s preference. Handwashing will continue to 

be frequent. 

The Children’s area will continue to be restricted to one family at a time by appointment.  

Kristin then raised the issue of the upcoming outdoor Wingmasters Event. A discussion of how 

many people could be allowed to attend outside and what changes would need to be made if 

the event needed to move inside due to inclement weather included the State’s guidelines that 

allows 250 people to congregate outside and 200 inside, which is way over the possible number 

of people who will attend. It was suggested that the Library have masks available if the event 

moves inside for those who would be willing to wear them. Alternate possible locations were 

discussed, given the limitations of space at the Library. 

Agent’s Report: Valerie noted that in addition to the May Log that had been submitted, she has 

been following up with the Hilltop Orchards issue. The work is going forward very well and, as 

John Vittori has only a very limited permit that will prevent any expansion of his business, he is 

working diligently to complete all the required work in order to be granted an expanded permit. 

Board of Health Budget: Fred will forward the budget to the Board members for review. The 

details behind the budget are available if any of the members request them. 

Next Board of Health Meeting – Tues. July 6, 2021: Valerie asked whether the next meeting 

would be via Zoom or in person. A discussion of the pros and cons led to a consensus that the 

Board will reassess the situation each month through the summer and make their decision at 

that time. 

There being no further business before the Board, Andy moved that the meeting be adjourned. 

The motion was seconded by Peter and passed by unanimous consent. 

  


